Findings
“Right now in the United
States, there are more
than four hundred new
drugs based on new
science that are available
for testing in the clinic. If
we’re stuck at three to
five percent of adult
patients participating in
clinical trials, it will be
years before these new
treatments are tested for
effectiveness and
become generally
available.”
Dr. Robert Comis
President and Chairman

Conclusions

•

Harris survey of nearly 6000 cancer patients conducted in
Spring 2000.

•

Eighty five percent of respondents said they were unaware
that participation in a clinical trial was a treatment option;
however the majority of these individuals said they would
have been receptive to the idea of a clinical trial if they
knew it was an option.

•

Ninety seven percent of respondents who participated in
clinical trials reported they were treated with dignity and
respect and received excellent or good quality care.

•

The major reasons cited by patients for participating in
clinical trials include the beliefs that trials provide access to
the best quality of care (76%); participation would benefit
future cancer patients (72%); participants receive
newer/better treatment (63%); and participants get more
care and attention (40%).

•

Seventy six percent of trial participants said they would
recommend clinical trial participation to someone with
cancer.

•

Most of adult cancer patients who participate in clinical
trials say that a physician had a great deal of influence on
their decision to participate.

•

Eighty five percent of cancer patients are unaware that
clinical trials are a treatment option in which they may have
an option to participate.

•

Patients who receive treatment while on a clinical trial cite
it as a very positive experience.

•

The role of the oncologist is essential to
enrolling patients in clinical trials.

•

The public and patients are willing to consider
participating in clinical trials if properly informed.

•

Even the perception that insurance may not
cover a clinical trial is a major barrier to
participation.

Side Note:
Up to 90 percent of children with cancer enroll in pediatric clinical trials. This level of participation
has contributed to an overall pediatric cancer cure rate of about 75 percent.
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For a complete summary of this survey, click “PRESS,” then “SURVEYS.”
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